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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

This is in response to the Office Action dated March 1, 2007. Claims 1-18, 37-41, 43-48. 
64-63, 93. and 95-97 remain in this application. Claims 19-36. 42. 49-53, 64-92. 94 and 98-103 
have been withdrawn from consideralion since those claims are directed to non-elected subject 
matter. 

Claims 1, 2. 4-6.. 10-12, 54, 56-57 and OO were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5.804,512 issued to Llckfield. Claims 37-39. 93. 95 and 96 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Application No. 2001/0023001 by 
Weiss. Claims 62 and 63 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 4.206,844 Issued to Thukamoto. Claim 3 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as 
being unpatentable over Licl^field in view of Thukamoto. Claims 7-9 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Lickfield in view of Weiss. Claim 13 was rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Lickfield in view of U.S. Patent No. 5.688,476 issued 
to Bourne. Claims 14, 16, 17-18. 55, 58-59 and 61 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being 
unpatentable over Lickfield in view of Thukamoto. Claim 16 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 
as being unpatentable over Lickfield in view of Thukamoto and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 
4.382.063 issued to Romito. Claims 40, 41 and 43-45 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as 
being unpatentable over Weiss In view of Thukamoto. Claims 46 and 97 were relected under 
35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Weiss in view of Lickfield, aalms 47 and 48 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Weiss in view of Thukamoto and 
further in view of Bourne. 

Claims 1, 37. 47, 48. 54. 56. 62 and 93 have been amended to mora particularly point 

out Applicant's invention. 

in the field of sterilization, and in particularly sterilization of medical apparatus, generally 
two (2) distinct techniques are utilized to permit steriization substances, such as steam or 
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ethylene oxide, to come in contact with the article to be sterilized and to prevent the article from 
being exposed to pathogens. One technique calls for the use of sterilization wrap whereby a flat 
sheet or sheets of a material are used by a person, such as a nurse, to physically wrap the 
article to be sterilized. Once the article has been wrapped. It Is subjected to sterilization 
conditions such as the use of steam of ethylene oxide. The other technique is the use of a bag 
whereby a person, such as a nurse, places the article to be sterilized within the bag and then 
subjects the bagged article to sterilization conditions. Applicant's invention relates to the former 
technique, namely the use of steriliza^on wrap, and does not relate to sterilization bags. 

in one fomi of Applicant's invention as set forth in amended claim 1 . Applicant provides 
a sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized, including at least a first sheet of 
sterilization material. The first sheet of sterilization material is a multi-ply laminate. A sheet of 
absorbent material is bonded to the first sheet of sterilization material. The sheet of absorbent 
material Is adapted to receive the article to be sterilized thereon. The sheet of absorbent 
material provides sterility protection for the article, in addition to the first sheet of sterilization 
material, and wicks moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken place. 

In another fom, of Applicant's invention, as set forth in amended daim 37. Applicant 
provides a sterilization wrap for enabling one to wrap an article to be sterilized, including at least 
a first sheet of sterilization material. The first sheet has an outer periphery and a central portton. 
An additional sheet of material is bonded to the central portion of the first sheet. The perimeter 
of the addUional sheet Is at least twenty-flve percent (25%) smaller than the perimeter of the first 
sheet. 

In another form of Applicant s invention as set forth in amended daim 54, Applicant 
provides a sterir^atlon wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized, including at least one (1) 
sheet of sterilization material. The sheet of sterilization material is a multi-ply laminate. A sheet 
of absonant material is attached to the sheet of sterilization material. The sheet of absorbent 
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material is adapted to contact the article to be sterilized. The sheet of absorbent material is 
enabled to wick moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken place. 

In accordance with another form of Applicant's invention as set forth in amended claim 
56, Applicant provides a sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized, including at 
least one sheet of sterilization material having a central portion. The first sheet of sterilization 
material Is a multi-ply laminate. A panel is attached to the central portion of the sheet of 
sterilization material. The panel is adapted to receive the article to be sterilized thereon. The 
basis weight of the panel is higher than the basis weight of the sheet of sterilization material. 

In accordance with another form of Applicant's Invention as set forth In amended claim 
62, Applicant provides a sterilization wrap for enabling one to wrap an article to be sterilized, 
including at least one sheet of sterilization material. The sheet of sterilization material does not 
forni a part of a sterilization bag. A chemical visual Indicator is provided which is responsive to 
the presence of sterilants so as to indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to 
adequate sterilization conditions. 

In accordance with another forni of Applicant's invention as set forth in amended claim 
93, Applicant provides a sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized, including a first 
sheet of sterilization material. The first sheet of sterilization material has an outer periphery and 
a central portion. An additional sheet of material is provided, The additional sheet is bonded to 
the first sheet. A substantial portion of the additional sheet is adjacent to the central portion of 
the first sheet. The perimeter of the additional sheet Is at least twenty-five percent (25%) 
smaller than the perimeter of the first sheet. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,804,512 Issued to Lickfield. which was used by the Examiner as a 
reference In the rejection of Independent claims 1, 54 and 56, shows a three ply laminate fabric 
having a top layer 14 made of a spunbonded material, a middle layer 12 made of a meltblown 
material, and a bottom layer 16 which is made of fibers which may have hydrophilic properties 
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to provide absorbent characteristics. Independent claim 1 calls for tlie sheet of absorbent 
material adapted to receive the article to be sterilized thereon. One of the purposes of having 
the absorbent material receiving the article to be sterilized is to wick moisture, which may be 
present on the article, away from the article after sterilization has taken place. Moisture 
promotes the growth of pathogens. There is no teaching in Lickfield that the article to be 
sterilized is to be placed on absorbent sheet 16. Figure 1 of Lickfield shows the laminate fabric 
oriented such that the absortient sheet 16 is on the bottom. Figure 2B of Lickfield shows the 
article to be sterilized In contact with the tofi layer of the laminate fabric. Based on the position 
of the laminate fabric in Figure 1. whereby layer 14. which is not the absorbent layer, is the top 
layer, it is submitted that Figure 2B shows the article to be sterilized not in contact with or being 
received by absorbent layer 16. Applicant does not see how outer layer 16 could effectively 
wick moisture away from the article to be sterilized as called for in claims 1 and 54. 

In addition, independent claim 1 . 54 and 56 call for the first sheet of sterilization material 
being a multi-ply laminate. While the Uckfield patent shows a first sheet of sterilization material 
in the form of a multi-ply laminate. Lickfield does not show a sheet of absorbent material bonded 
to a multi-ply laminate as set forth In claims 1 and 56. nor does Lickfield show a panel attached 
to the central portion of the multi-ply laminate as set forth in claim 56. That is, there is no 
additional sheet or panel attached to the Lickfield multi-ply laminate. Also, since Lickfield does 
not have the additional panel, there is no teaching In Lickfield that such panel has a higher basis 
weight than the multi-ply laminate. 

Thus, it is submitted ttiat independent claim 1 as amended and claims 2. 4-6. and 10-12, 
which depend from claim 1 are not.anticipaled by Lickfield. Also, it is submitted that 
independent claim 54 is not anticipated by Ltekfield. In addition, it is submitted that Independent 
claim 56. as well as claims 57 and 60, which depend from claim 56, are not anticipated by 
Lickfield. 
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U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0023001 by Weiss, which was used by the 
Examiner as a reference in the rejection of independent claims 37 and 93, shows a sterilizable 
flexible pouch or bag . The Weiss patent relates to sterilization baa technology, while Applicant's 
invention relates to sterilization ^flse technology. In order to make it more clear that Applicant's 
invention is a sterilization wrap and not a bag. Applicant has amended independent claim 37 by 
stating that Applicant's wrap enables one to wrap an article to be sterilized. The Examiner has 
taken the position that Weiss shows a first sheet 11' and an additional sheet 12' with the 
perimeter of the additional sheet 1 2' being smaller than the first sheet 11'. Figure 1 0 of Weiss 
shows sheet 11' extending beyond the edge of sheet 12' which forms flap portion 1 12 of sheet 
11*. However, as illustrated in Figure 11, when the bag is to be closed, flap portion 112 Is 
rotated 180 degrees and sealed to top portion 13' so that the outer perimeters of layers 11' and 
12' become nearly equal. 

Applicant has amended claim 37 to call for the additional sheet to have at least a twenty- 
five percent (25%) smaller perimeter than the first sheet. Applicant submits that the perimeter of 
Weiss sheet 12' is not at least twenty-five percent (25%) smaller than the perimeter of sheet 11'. 
either in the open position of the bag as shown in Figure 10 or the closed position of the bag 
shown in Figure 1 1 of Weiss. Independent claim 93 as amended also has the limitatlori that the 
perimeter of the additional sheet is at least twenty-five percent (25%) smaller than the perimeter 
of the first sheet. Thus, It is submitted that independent claim 37 and its dependent claims 38 
and 39. and independent claim 93 and its dependent claims 95 and 96 are not anticipated by 
Weiss. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,206,844 issued to Thukamoto, which was used by the Examiner as a 
reference in the rejectfon of independent claim 62, shows a sterilization bga which, as 
previously indicated, is not a sterilization wraB- Independent daim 62 has been amended to 
clarify that Applicant's invention relates to a wrap and not a bag by stating that the Applicant's 
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wrap is for enabling one to wrap an article to be sterilized. In addition. Applicant's claim 62 
contains a negative limitation, namely that the sheet does not form a part of a sterilization bag. 
It is therefore submitted that independent claim 62 and its dependent claim 63 are not 
anticipated by Thukamoto. 

The Examiner rejected claim 3. which ultimately depends from independent claim 1 , as 
being obvious over Lickfield In view of Thukamoto. There is no teaching in either Lickfield or 
Thukamoto to combine the features of a sterilization wrap patent (Lickfield) and a sterilization 
bag patent (Thukamoto) to rendering Applicant's independent claim 1 obvious. Thus, it is 
submitted that claim 3. which adds subject matter to claim 1, can not be obvious. 

The Examiner also rejected claims 7-9, which ultimately depend from independent claim 
1 . as being obvious over Lickfield in view of Weiss. Again, there is no teaching in Weiss or 
Lickfield to combine the features of a sterilization bag patent (Weiss) with a sterilization wrap 
patent (Lickfield) to render Applicant's independent claim 1 obvious. Thus, it is submitted that 
claims 7-9, which add subjct matter to claim 1, can not be obvious. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,668.476 issued to Boume is a sterilization wrap patent discussed in 
Applicant's Background of the Invention. Boume shows two sheets of equally sized sterilization 
material that are bonded together. Claim 13, which ultimately depends from independent claim 
1. was rejected as being unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being obvious over Lickfield in 
view of Bourne. It is submitted that the Bourne patent does not add any subject matter to 
Lickfield which would render independent claim 1 obvious. Thus, claim 13, which adds subject 
matter to claim 1, can not be obvious. 

Claims 14, 15. 17-18, 55, 58-59, and 61 were rejected as being obvious over Lickfield in 
view of Thukamoto. Qaims 14. 15, and 17-18 ultimately depend from independent claim 1. 
Claim 55 ultimately depends from independent claim 54. Claims 58-59 and 61 ultimately 
depend from independent claim 56. Thukamoto does not add any subject matter to Lickfield 
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which would render Independent claims 1 , 54 and 56 obvious. Thus, it is submitted that those 
dependent claims, which add subject matter to independent claims 1 , 54 and 56, can not be 
obvious. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,382,063 issued to Romito shows a sterile Indicator device. There is 
no disclosure In the Romito patent that the device is attached to a sterilization wrap. Claim 16, 
which ultimately depends from independent claim 1, was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being 
unpatentable over Lickfield In view of Thukamoto and further in view of Romito. Neither 
Thukamoto nor Romito adds anything to Lickfield which would render independent claim 1 
obvious. Thus, it is submitted that claim 16. which adds subject matter to independent claim 1, 
can not be obvious. 

Claims 40. 41 and 43-45. which ultimately depend from independent claim 37, were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03 as being unpatentable over Weiss in view of Thukamoto. There is 
nothing in Thukamoto which, when added to Weiss, would render independent claim 37 
obvious. Thus, it is submitted that claims 40. 41 and 43-45. which add subject matter to 
independent claim 37, can not be obvious. 

Claims 46 and 97 were rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103 as being unpatentable over Weiss 
in view of Lickfield. Claim 46 ultimately depends on independent claim 37. Claim 97 ultimately 
depends on independent daim 93. There is no teaching in Lickfield which, when added to 
Weiss, would render independent claims 37 or 93 obvious. Thus. It is submitted that dependent 
claims 46 and 97, which add subject matter to independent claims 37 and 97 respectively, can 
not be obvious. 

Claims 47 and 48 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Weiss 
in view of Thukamoto and further in view of Bourne. Claims 47 and 48 ultimately depend from 
independent claim 37. There is nothing in Thukamoto or Bourne which, when combined with 
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Weiss, would render independent claim 37 obvious. Thus, it is submitted that dependent claims 
47 and 48, which add subject matter to independent cfaim 37, can not be obvious. 

In view of the above amendment and remarks, it is bglieved that this application is in 
condition for allowance. An early allowance is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Daniel C. Stelter 
Registration No. 40.830 
1430 Waukegan Road 



McGaw Park, IL 60085-6787 

Date of Deposit Telephone: (847)578-6650 

The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and Facsimile: (847) 578-4595 

accurate copy of the wilhin document, together with all 
attachments referred-to herein, is being transmitted to the 
Honorable Commissioner for Patents, either by First Class Mail, 
postage prepaid, addressed to Commissioner for Patents, an 
envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 
1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, or by facsimile transmission to 
the tecslmlte number Indicated hereon, on this 28*** day of June. 
2007 under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .8. 
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(Printed or typed name of person mailing) 
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